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The Language of Expression in Music and Plastic Arts:
"Pictures at an Exhibition" as a Model

Mohammed Al-Mallah, Music Department, Faculty of Fine Arts, Yarmouk
University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract

This study deals with the expressive relationship between the musical
and plastic arts. It emphasizes the possibility of moving the visual picture
from the physical silence to an audible state. It is obvious that both the visual
and the audible arts are instruments which move sensation and develop
imagination and lead to creation in production. But there are some
differences between them resulting from the nature of each art. There are
many cases where the audible (music) excels the visual and vice versa.

In the art, there are many cases where one encounters joint works by
artists in music and ones in plastic art. But these joint projects rarely go to
serious studies to get specific results. One of these meetings took place
between composer, Modest Petrovich Mussorgsky and his friend, artist
Victor Hartmann .This meeting was about the artistic work which was
represented in the musical work "Suite Pictures at an Exhibition" by the
musical artist, Mussorgsky, who took his inspiration from a series of
paintings by Hartmann, who painted and displayed these artistic works in the
Art Academy Exhibition in St Petersburg in 1874. The visual expression by
Hartmann was analyised into audible expression by Mussorgsky in this
summary, based on the written music score for the work, listening to it and
on available resources and references.
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